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How many overnight trips have you 

taken in the last six months for purely 

personal or leisure reasons? 

None 

One 

Two 

Three 

Four 

Five+ 

18% 

25% 

24% 

12% 

  9% 

12% 

Average number of overnight leisure trips 

taken in the last six months … 
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New Zealanders’ intention to travel  has remained pretty constant in the last nine months. In the next six 

months 83% (or 2,468,600)of adult New Zealanders are planning at least one overnight trip. The majority of 

us are willing to base our travel decisions on what offers for flights and accommodation we notice.   

Average number of overnight leisure trips 

expecting to take in the next six months… 

Average             2.4  

How many of these trips did you mainly 

travel by…?  

*A trip is defined as travel of more than 160 kilometres (round trip) 

How many overnight trips are you 

expecting to take in the next six months 

for purely personal or leisure reasons? 

None 

One 

Two 

Three 

Four 

Five+ 

17% 

26% 

25% 

13% 

  8% 

11% 

Last 6 
months 

Next 6 
months 

May 2010 

Other 

74% 20% 2% 2% 1% 2% 

72% 22% 1% 2% 1% 1% 
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Average             2.3  

Are you planning on doing any skiing/ 

snowboarding in the next 6 months? 

Yes, day trips 

Yes, weekends/overnight 

Yes, more than one night 

7% 

7% 

4% 

of New 

Zealanders plan to 

do more than last 

year 

autumn leaves
autumn country road
silver fern
blue skis
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Do you think all retailers should be open on 

public holidays such as Good Friday and 

Easter Sunday? 

Tools used in the last six months to plan trips away…. 

36% 

32% 

16% 

11% 

11% 

7% 

6% 

29% 

Talked to family, friends

Online reviews of accommodation

Online reviews of destinations or activities

Online travel itineraries or blogs

Travel guidebook

Newspaper travel section

Travel or lifestyle magazine

Other

What influences decisions when choosing 

where to go on trips… 

11% 

11% 

20% 

43% 

46% 

59% 

67% 

Sports event taking place

Music event taking place

Go there regularly

Destination easy to get to

Never been there before

Cheap deal on travel/

accommodation

Family/friends live there

Holiday decisions affected by finding a cheap 

flight or accommodation… 

Whether to go or not 

When to go on holiday 

Where to go on holiday 

How long to go on holiday 

72% 

70% 

69% 

68% 

Yes, they should be 
open 

No, they shouldn’t 
be open 

It should be up to the 
individual retailers 

Don’t know 

16% 

36% 

47% 

1% 

Surcharges on public holidays... 

27% 

40% 

33% 

Have no impact on my 
behaviour 

I still go out, but try to avoid 
places with surcharges 

Makes me less likely to 
go out 

couple on holiday
girl drinking coffee
autumn leaves
silver fern
happy couple
children running
chairs by the lake
child flying kite
look for trains sign
nz bush
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Next 6 months 

What’s stopping people from travelling more?* 

Finances 

Too busy at work 

Family commitments 

Don’t have enough leave 

Too busy outside work 

Other 

73% 

49% 

30% 

17% 

17% 

  2% 

* Based on those  who’d like to travel more 

? 

$ 

…of all New Zealanders would like to 

travel around New Zealand more in 

the next six months than planning to 

Likely activities on upcoming trips 

around New Zealand…. 

* Based on those likely to travel in the next 6 months 

73% 

40% 

37% 

31% 

25% 

25% 

23% 

17% 

13% 

11% 

9% 

See friends, family

See natural wonders

Shop

Cultural or educational

Get physically active

View wildlife

Visit wineries

As little as possible

Thrill seek

Play / watch sport

Visit theme parks

New Zealand destination hot spots 
 – for an autumn/winter holiday 

World destination hot spots 
 – for an autumn/winter holiday 

1. Australia (1st) 

2. USA (2nd)  

3. United Kingdom (4th)  

4. Fiji (3rd) 

5. Rarotonga (5th) 

Are you expecting to spend more, less or the 

same on trips in the next 6 months, compared 

to any trips last winter… 

39% 

14% 

36% 

11% 

More than last winter

Less than last winter

Same as last winter

Don't know

…of all New 

Zealanders intend 

to travel overseas 

1. Wellington (2nd)  

2. Christchurch (1st) 

3. Auckland (3rd) 

4. Queenstown (4th) 

5. Nelson (5th) 

(February 2010 results shown 

in brackets) (February 2010 results shown in brackets) 

air nz plane
tropical island
wellington cable car
bungy jump
kangaroo on beach at sunset
silver fern
map of nz
couple


57% 

22% 

15% 

11% 

9% 

3% 

6% 

Private home

Motel/motorlodge

Hotel

Rented home

Holiday Park

Free camping

Other
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Queens Birthday weekend intentions… 

Who are you most likely to be travelling 

with over  the Queen’s Birthday weekend?* 

48% Intending to stay at home 

Intending to go away for at 

least a night 

Undecided 

Average number of nights 

intending to be away 

Intending to spend 4 or more 

nights away from home 

20% 

32% 

2.7 

4% 

Of those likely to be going away….. 

…know exactly where 
they are going …have made travel 

or accommodation 
plans already 

Partner 

60% 

Family 

35% 

Where are you most likely to stay while away 

over the Queen’s Birthday weekend?* 

Friends 

29% 

Other 

2% 

On own 

9% 

* Based on those likely to travel over  the Queen’s Birthday weekend 

Methodology – the Mood of the New Zealand Traveller is a quarterly survey conducted by Colmar Brunton, a Millward 

Brown company.  1,000 New Zealanders aged 18+ were interviewed online from the 5th to 12th May 2010.  Survey 

participants were sourced from Colmar Brunton’s Fly Buys panel.  The results have been post-weighted so that they are 

representative of the age, gender, and location of the New Zealand online population.  The maximum margin of error 

of the survey is +/-3.1% (at the 95% confidence interval). 

During Rugby World Cup will you be 

renting your home or having visitors 

to stay with you? 

84% 

12% 

2% 

2% 

None of these

Having family/friends stay

Letting out rooms

Renting home

* Based on those likely to travel over 
the Queen’s Birthday weekend 

59% Auckland 

9% Dunedin 

27% Christchurch 

28% Hamilton 

2% Invercargill 

9% Rotorua 

7% Whangarei 

8% Napier 
2% New Plymouth 

of New Zealanders are 
intending to travel to Rugby 
World Cup games. Most 
popular places are… 

36% Wellington 7% Nelson 

3% Palmerston North 

green grass
rugby players
map of nz
family
mans best friend
silver fern
4WD
rugby world cup
Queen Elizabeth II
rugby ball
friends
couple
photographer
silver fern

